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The Chinese Umbredla Hat Project (Part 1), Venice 2011
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Tschirky

The [talian artist Andrea Baanconi connocts East and Wiest by buiding an artistic bridge
with B8 dressed modals bebwesn art hot spots Shanghal and Venice with bes

interciitural, postic and fascinating At project
Public art intervention (part I} in conjunclion with La Slennale & Venezia:

Saturday, Juna 4, 2011 (opening week of the Venion Biernata 2011)
16-18 pm, Plazza San Marco |/ Viale del Glardinl Pubblicl, Venice, Ialy

Public Art Performance

B8 models dressed with Chinese umbrella hats, opera masks and sl dresses are
walking through Shanghal and Venloe to make visible the historic, cdbiral, sodal and
economic relations and iInerdependences between Ching and the rest off the world.

As the first part of the public an indervention, |ast year on September 9, 2010, when
the Word Expo 2010 “Better City, Befter Lfe” and the corlemporary art fair
Shontemporary were ocurring  smultancousty, B8 Chinese models were walking
through the dity of Shanghal.

This year, on Saturday, Jene 4, B0, during the opening week of La Blennale o
Venezla, the second part of the pubilic art performance will take place, when B3 modeis
with the same uibrella hats, opera masks and ik dresses are walking through the
oty of Venloe.

Andrea Blanconl created In China the symbolic number of BB Chinese umnbrella hats,
opers masks and alk dresses for this public Br performance. AL the Chiness paper
urnbrellas are chopaticees with inctted strings attached where small objecs of the daly
lify were hanging such as oys, oolms, ping, butions, pleces of papor, feathers, parts of
plants, ard artficial fowers.

Even thowgh a great rumber of Chinese people are Bving in Tialy, especially in the
Milan and the texile cener of Prato, they are not willing to particpate in the public s
performance becawsie they do not dare b6 take part In a public evert Therafore,
couragecus [alians are replacing the: Chinese immigrants in Eunppe, representing the
Chinese cultire and prosenoe, and are symbolically ghing the groat Chinase
community a face. In

Perception and Interpretation

The spectators laugh and wondor, tnke pichures, have posithe and lasting Impressions,
and appreciate the pescelul appearance of these mearingful and postic characiers
becawse in the Chinese culture e rumber 8 Symbolizes good huck and BE means & kot
of good luck.

The umbrella hats stand for the rich cufiural Fadiion and history, the cpenness and
iyramics of the cvillzaton, the eachangs and communcation between the peopha, the
ruiual and inlernatonsl undersanding, the fast develiopment and tramsiton from the
past bo the future, the intimacy and shelter, the daily happiness and personal welfare,
the appreciation for simple things and the vermacular, as well as the beauty, esthetics
ard richress of tha human baing,

Because of the Sk Road the two ploces are highly connected through history, culture,
trading and ecoramy. Today, both Shanghal and Venice are world leading places for
clagsic and contemporary art. Défferent worlds as well as past, present and future are
united in the public art Infervendion the Chinese Umbreila Hat Projec.

Organization and Support

The artist and his wife Sonla travelled to China in August 2010 and rented an
apariment as well as a studip and worked in Shanghal for one month D prepare e
public art performance. During this tma, Dhey purchased the working materlals,
produced BE wmbrells Rats ph the special Silk dresses,

The models make experience in an international arl project and each receive for the
partdoation a unigue and sionesd artst shirt of the event. destaned B the artist. The



public art project is generousty supported by Chinese, Itallan and Swiss institutions and
CHTRANME.
For 2011 in Venice the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Republic of

Italy, Rome:, Anro Culturale dells Cina, Italisn Cuiture Ofice of the Consulate General
of [taly in Shanghal, Regiona del

Venein, Dipartermento di Siudl sull’Asia e sulrAfrica Mediterransa, Ca'Foscar] Vensgia,
Isiituin Confuclo presss I'Universith Ca'Foscarl Wenerla are halding the paironage.

The Artist Andrea Blancond

Ardran Bancon was borm in Arsgrand, [y, o 1904, and B and works in Vienes
and Mew York. Originally, he studied Law ot the Uinkersity of Bologna, but evolved in an
art putodidact, Snoe he moved o Milan in 2004 and Mew York in 2008, he has held
many scho exhibiions and particpated in numarcus group shows arcund the word,
&g, Marays Art Centre, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates; Kunsthal Charlotienburg,
Copenhagen, Denmark; Embassy of Iinly in Washington DO; Palarro Reale, Milan,
ftaly; Tima B, The Prague Contemporary Art Festival, Prague, Crech Republic; Furind
Arte Contormporanaa, Roma, Itady; Vernon Project, Prague, Crech Republic; Barbara
Daris Gallery, Houston, USA; Galeria Comunale d'Arte Conbemporanaa, Monfaloons,
Italy; Vola Show, Mew York LUSA; The Chinese Umbrella Hal Project, Shanghal,
China), His works are represénted in many public and private collections snd recently
published In a monographss and mutilingual publication by Charta Edibon.
www.andreablancond.com

The Curator Oliver Orest Techirky

Chrver Orest Tschirky works as an indopandent curator and art critic and cumoently B
in Zurich, Switerland. He has held positors as Assistant Curator of the Museum of
Fine st Berne, Curator of the Kunsthaus Langenthal, Viee Dénector of Ast Rasel,
Director of Artvera's Gallery in Geneva, and Direcior of the Art B Design Academy St
Gallen. He spedalives in modern ond contemporary art, uses Interdisciplinary and
sistalnable approaches and commundcates in English, German, French, Spanish and
Imiian. Until moday, he has reakzed art projects in Europe, Russla, Ching, the Linied
S of Armerica and Madon.

Contacts and Information
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Marketa Faushowa

The Conetamporary Ast Festival Tina 8,
440y 773 315 501
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